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MEETINGS EACH 2ND MONDAY SEPTEMBER THRU JUNE
AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 7TH & J.R. MILLER BOULEVARD
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   Obbie Todd is a human dynamo.  It is said that just
watching him direct traffic each Sunday morning
between services in his church's parking lot is cause
in itself to get out of bed and go to church.  Same
thing when Obbie leads a field trip; his flock of
nature lovers needs to come prepared.  It is a good
idea to fuel-up with a big bowl of Wheaties and a
mug of strong coffee after a good night's sleep
because when Obbie is waving his arms at flora and
fauna, you dare not let your mind wander because
You snooze, you lose!
   Obbie Todd is a biology teacher and football coach
at Apollo High School.  He will be the program
presenter at our meeting on Monday, March  10.
His topic will be about his experiences as a hiker  on
the Appalachian Trail and his work last summer
laying out new hiking trails at Ben Hawes Park.
Wherever his program takes us, you won't want to
miss this meeting.  It is guaranteed to be fun and
informative.
  If we ask him nicely, he might favor us with his
traffic directing techniques.  I'm told bullfighters have
nothing on his moves, except that he doesn't use a
cape with the 4-wheeled wild ones he tries to control
on asphalt.  Ole, Obbie!

 
Visit our chapter's Website http://www.wku.edu/audubon/daviess.html
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   The import of the finding of a new nest and
a Bluebird incubating eggs last week is that it
is time for us to tend to our nest boxes right
now.  Bluebirds will usually only nest where
old nests have been cleaned out.  They have
been called 'real estate snobs' because they
will make a beeline for a new house, often
within minutes of when it is put in place.  This
instinct of not reusing a tree cavity where an
old nest still is in place has likely carried over
to their choice of a clean nest box.  It makes
perfect Bluebird sense, new box = no old nest
>>> nest box for rent first come first served.
If anyone has a desire to put up new boxes,
now is the time because we know that
Bluebirds are scouting for homes right now.
   Also, even though it is still terribly cold
outside, it is time to start planning for
migrants that will soon be passing through
Kentucky.  Red bandanas or other bright red
colored cloth or plastic hung near the site
planned for Hummingbird feeders will attract
Hummingbirds as they travel from Mexico and
South America in March, April and May.
    And don't forget that the sound of water is
a strong attractant to birds.  The sound does
not have to come from anything as expensive
as a store bought dripper or mister; a pinhole
in a bucket above a catch basin will work.The
pinhole plan's downside is the frequent
refilling needed to keep up the come hither
drip drip drip sound.  No matter, it's time!

http://www.usi.edu/


   Mary Kissel, the DCAS Birdathon Chair, is
not a lady to rest on her laurels.  At a recent
planning session, Mary posed the question:…

 "How can we get more people involved in our
Birdathon?"  In 2001, the year of our last
species count fundraiser, we recruited about
10 people to line-up pledges, count birds,
then collect and submit their per-species
pledges to our club Treasurer.  The10 birders
who took part represented about 10% of our
membership.  The fundraising effort was our
most successful event that year bringing in
over $700 to our coffers.
   We would like to entice between 12 and 15
people, stepping up to 15% or 18% of our
membership, to count birds with us this year.
A bird counter need not be a member of our
chapter and participants can have a wide
range of skills and mobility levels.  It is
possible to count bird species from the
comfort of one's home and/or car, or it is even
permissible to go far afield to garner a larger
number of species.  In 2001 pledges ranged
from 5 cents to $1 per species.  Some donors
set a dollar limit, a cap, in case the birder
soliciting their pledge went to Belize or
Arizona and stacked up several dozen
different bird species then came back to
collect megabucks from them.
   The reason for conducting a bird count
fundraiser every couple of years is that our
club cannot make ends meet with only dues
shares paid to us by the National Audubon
Society.  Our major expenditures each year
are spent for Audubon Adventure kits and
Newsletter costs.
The 2003 Birdathon will be held in April, but it
is not too soon to begin talking it up.  Ask
friends if they will support your efforts with a
per bird donation.  Put on your thinking cap
about someone you might recruit to count
birds with us this year.  I plan to ask members
of other Audubon Chapters, who do not have
their own Birdathon event, if they might like to
count with us and for us
Visit our Website
http://audubon.wku.edu/audubon/daviess.html
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For membership in all three: the National Audubon Society, Kentucky Audubon Council, and
Daviess County Audubon Society with 10 issues of The Goldfinch and 4 issues of Audubon Magazine.

_____2 year membership $30     _____ 1 year membership $20   _____1 year Student or Senior $15

DCAS New Membership Form  Code J 52       Clip and Mail to 306 Hoover Hill Road, Hartford, KY 42347-9522

Name  ______________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________ City_____________________State____  Zip_______

Phone ________________________________________ Email  _____________________________

____I would like to subscribe to paperless membership renewal.  Please send me one bill 2 months before

my membership expires.  800-274-4201

For new members: ___Cost to renew a regular membership is $35 per year. ____$15 Seniors & Students

! The cost for a new membership in the Daviess County Audubon Society,

! Kentucky Audubon Council, and

! The National Audubon Society is ______$20 per year or _____$30 for two years

! _____Newsletter Subscription $10 per year  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

This newsletter is printed on post consumer 100% Recycled Paper.

DCAS Officers, Chairpersons and Directors:    Mike Henshaw, President Rob Rold, Vice-President

Tom Hicks, Secretary-Treasurer Carolyn Williams, 2nd Vice-President and Education Madeline

Oettinger, Secondary Education Bill Little, Publicity Charles Morris, Community College Census

Mary Kissel, Birdathon Brenda Little, Newsletter Editor and Membership Chair

Eric Williams, Webmaster John Thacker, Registered Agent

John Thacker, Registered Agent




